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-so are brought more frequently into contact with the disease.
The greatest number of admissions into hospital occurred .among domestic (cooks, liamals, massalcliis) That more males than females were attacked is probably entirely owing to the former having been present in larger, number.
The exciting cause of plague is the plague bacillus of Kitasato, which is believed to gain admission to the body, usually through an abrasion of the skin, or more rarely of a mucous surface. In a number of instances in the present epidemic points of inoculation were found on the extremities of plague patients, from which plague cultures were obtained, and in these cases buboes were found above the point of inoculation.
In the majority of instances, however, 110 local indication could be found marking the point at which the microbe was implant- Later, it became dry, thickly covered with a yellowish white or brownish-white fur, the tip and edges remaining red and irritable. The bowels were almost always constipated at first, but sometimes diarrhoea was present.
Buboes were met with in over three-fourths of the cases, and in about half the number of cases in which buboes were found, the glands of the vertical set in the groin were involved.
They were as a rule noticed at the onset of the disease, "iviug rise to lancinating pain, but in a number of cases were not found until the second or third day. Generally one gland was markedly affected, and two or more adjacent ones less so. The affected glands varied in size from that of a filbert to a walnut, and they were very tender from the first, although often but little swollen. When in the groin the patient kept the thigh well flexed on the abdomen in order to relieve tension. In about two-thirds of the remaining cases the axillary glands were found to be affected, the patient usually lying 011 his back with the arm held away from the side and kept perfectly still. In the remaining third the glands below the angle of the jaw or of the superficial cervical set were enlarged.
As a rule a bubo appeared only in one region, but sometimes they were found in more than one region, or 011 both sides of the body. As Where pregnancy was present, the patient, as a rule, aborted 011 the first or second day after the onset of the disease, but this was not invariably the case. Out of three pregnant cases treated at St. George's Hospital only two aborted, and both recovered ; the third two months pregnant, went on to full term. When premature labour occurred, both mother and child usually died. In one case, however, a native woman was attacked by plague five days before full term ; she was confined the same day and died, but the child was born alive; it exhibited 110 symptoms of plague, and is still living.
The skin was hot and burning to the touch from the first, and continued dry and harsh until the temperature began to decline on the third or fourth day, after which it became moist. On the temperature falling to normal or subnormal, sweating almost invariably occurred and continued for a few days, being usually worse at night.
Occasionally before death petechia: were observed over buboes or on the abdomen ; but no characteristic skin eruptions were seen. In some instances small patches of skin (unconnected with lymphatic glands) two or three inches or more in diameter became inflamed, and eventually sloughed, leaving indolent ulcers with steep overhanging edges. These patches were noticed in some cases at the sides of the abdomen, and over the loins, where they were in 110 way due to pressure or irritation ; but more frequently they occurred 011 the extremities, being situated on the dorsum of the foot or hand, on the leg, the thigh or forearm. The disease showed signs of abating directly the people were got out into huts, and the last case occurred in this village on the 4tli December, after which date it remained free, the total number of cases being 79 with 45 deaths, including those attacked before the 21st October.
The disinfection of the village was begun on the 31st October and completed by the beginning of December, and may be briefly described as consisting of spraying the rooms with disinfectants, removing the furniture, white-washing the walls, and making large openings in the roofs of all the houses to allow sunlight and air to penetrate freely, while in all infected houses the entire roof was removed and the floor dug up to the depth of three inches. On December the 6th, the Rawals, who had not had a case for a month among them, began to return to the village ; other castes followed, and all the inhabitants had returned to their houses by the 27th
December. The cordon, however, was not removed till the 6th January in order to allow of ten days' observation, after every one had returned to the village, and the medical officer finally examined every person, and then declared the place free of plague.
Other cases, however, followed in neighbouring villages? probably infected before the measures described above were taken. In one large village containing 2,500 inhabitants (Khankhana), the people at first objected to being turned out, but a very rapid increase in the number of seizures (96) 
